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New York, Thursday, Sept. 15, 1863,

THE SITUATION.

The progress of General MoClellan’s army for the
1ast two days has been a snccession of victories,
which, it is not too much to say, must culminate
in the total destruction of the invading army of Ma-
ryland, and the speedy subjugation of the rebellion.
All the news which reaches us from Harrisburg
and other quarters comfirms the story that the
rebels are baffled, demoralized, and utterly
routed. The pursuit by our troops on Tucaday
was 8 murderous affair, as the account of dead
left on the field to be buried by our men
will show. Five hundred of them were
found yesterday morning, uncared for by their
friends in their flight, and were consigned to their
mother earth by the soidiers of our army as
early as nine o'clock, and the work was not
yet finished. The rccords of yesterday show
8 still more desperate contest in which it
Is evident the whole force of the rebels was en-
gaged. The battle field was in the direction of
Sbarpsburg, near Antistam creek, on the roads
connecting Williamsport with Middletown, It is
reported to have been the most fearful battle of
the campaign, and continued during the en-
tiro day. The rebels were reported yesterday
ovening to be driven towards Hagerstown, as
though their passage across the Potomac was cut
off. On the Pennsylvania border the State Militia,
10,000 strong, were hastening down to mest them.
Tt was said that Jackson had made a junction with
Lee, while our army at the same time was rein-
forced from Washington with 30,000 men.

There is no doubt that the rebel forces at Less-
burg have been sent across into Maryland te sup-
port Lee. There was a serious fight at Centre-
ville (Maryland not Virginia) yesterday, near Kit-
toctan oreek, between a large bedy of our troops
and the rebels, in which our side gained a
complete victory. It is not improbable that
the robels engaged were the fresh troops from
Leesburg, who were endeavoring to get into the
rear of McClellan's army. No particulars of this
battle have reached us, however.

Qur last despatches from Harrisburg, at ten
o'clock last npight, confirm the reports of
an earlier part of the day that the rebel
army has been annihilated, They say:—"A
great battle bas been fought, and we are vic-
torious. The carpage on both sides was awful.
General Longstreet was wounded and taken
prisoner. Despatches just received ot head-
quarters from Hagerstown say that we have
achieved a glorious victory. Longstreet is
not killed, but wounded and ‘s prisoner.
Goneral Hooker waa wounded in the foot. The
rebel General Hill is reported killed,

1t is said that General McClellan has destroyed
the aqueduct at the mouth of the Antietam creck,
snd the bridge across that creek opon
the road leading to Bharpsburg, thus
cutting off the retreat of the rebels in the direction
of Bhepherdstown. Later reports from Hagers-
town state that on last eveming the rebals
were retreating in great disorder, and
that subsequently heavy and rapid firing
was heard in the direction of Williamsport,
Fhich induces the belief that General McClellan
}ase pursued she retreating rebels to that point,
YJad thet they made s stand there to cover their
| Wssage over the Potomac.

All theso facts intimate that yesterday was the
most important day of the entire campaign.

The extent of the battle may be imagined from
the fact that & call for sdditional surgeons to
Washington and New York was made last might
from General McClellan's headquarters. The
wounded were being removed to Rohersville, to
which point the surgeons are requested to repair,

The recapture of Harper's Ferry and its ocou-
pation by & portion of General Burnside's division
seem to be contirmed by despatches last night
from Froderick. The original statement that
the rebels did not attempty to  hold the
place, but abandoned it almost immediately,
Is repeated. This statement comes from some
of the Twelfth New York regiment who formed
part of the garrison, who state that they met the
Union forces marching towards the Ferry as they
were coming away, snd positively assert that our
troops were in possession on Tuesday evening.
The foroee under Colonel Miles at Harper's Ferry
gonsisted of the Twelfth New York State Militia,
Pighty-seventh Olio, Eighth New York cavalry,
Oue Hundred sud Eleventh New Yqrk Volunteers,
Pne Hundred aud Twenty-sixth New York Volun-
Loers, two companies of the Fifth New York ar-
plllery, snd oge Maryland regiment,

We give & map to-day of the vicinity of Mun-

paville, Ey., the soene of the late battle, to-

gether with & highly interesting account of the
brilliant affsir in that region. The Indians troops
supporting Colonel Wilder behaved magnificently,
four thousand of them putting ten thousand rebels
to route.

Our news from Bermuda is important. It ap-
pears that there are now lying in the port o
8t. George no less than five ‘' Anglo-Confederate'’
steamers awaiting & chance to give aid to the
rebels, but apparently in & gnandary as to their
future movements. One of them, the Minho,
arrived from Charleston with cotton for Liverpool,
but was ont of coal, and had to burn her bulwarks
and mainmast for fuel. These wvessels will all
prove rich prizea for our cruisers if they are vigi-
lant enough to catoh them. It was reported that
seven steamers are now on their way from England
to Bermuda, with goods for Southern porta.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS.

A terrible accident occurred at the United
States Arsenal at Pittsburg, Penn., yesterday,
from the accidental falling of & shell, by which
seventy-five or eighty boys and girls, employed in
the arsenal, were killed. The building was total-
ly destroyed by the explosion and the fire which
followed.

. Judge Betts yesterday granted the order forthe

sale of the Ella Warley, a prize vessel

In consequence of the state of the country, the
Committee of the New York Book Publishers’
Asgsociation have concluded, in accordance with
the expressed wish of many coatributors and pur-
chasers, to postpone the fall trade sale for ome
month. The sale will therefore commence om
Thursday, October 16, instead of to-day, as pre.
viously announced.

At a regular meeting of the Board of Educa-
tion, held last evening, a resolution to appropriate
the sum of $21,710 for the purpose of building a
new school house in Monroe street was referred
t> the Finance Committee, The report of the
Committee on Bye-Laws, favoring the appointment
of special teachers, was then taken up, and pro-
voked a lengthy debate; but the Board adjourned
without taking any action on the matter.

Stocks opeusd very firmly yesterday, and in almost
every instance bigher prices were reached, the fGrmest
stocks on the li=t being the two Eries, which seem  just
vow to be favorites with speculaters. But shortly afte’
noon sume ungasiness began to be felt respecting the ar-
my, no uews having been received, and a reaction of
a X per cenl cosved, the market closing steady. Gold
opened ab 11634, and advanced in the allernoon to 117%.
Exchange on london 120%. Movey abundant at4 per
cent. The tradetablss for the month will be found in the
money article,

The cotton market was quiet yesterday, and pricey
rather tamo. The sales were confined te about 300 Lales,
on the basis of about 56c. & 57¢. for middling uplands,
with some small lots guoted & trifle under the loslde
figures. There was scarcely enough doing to give stabil-
ity or regularity to prices. Owlug to a further decline in
freights, flour was again better, and for common and
modium about Gc. per bbl. higher. The sales were fairs
and chiefly to the home trade. Wheat, from the same
cavse, was from lo. 4o 2¢. higher, aud active, In
part for export. Corn was firm and in fair de-
mnod, with sales of sound Western mixed at 593c.
a 60c. Pork was heavier and lower, with salea of meas
at $11 8715 a $11 50, with some small lots reported as
low as $11 25 a §11 3735, and prime at $10. Sugars were
firm and active, with sales of 2,522 bhds. and 135 boxes.
Coffes was steady: a eile of 1,600 bags Rio was made at
private terms. Freights were lower, and wheat was ¢u-
gaged to Liverpool, in bulk and in ships’ bags, at 113%4d.
812d. 8 1254d., and corn ai11d, a 11id., in bulk; and
wheat to London was taken at 13d. 8 13354., in bulk and
in bage. Two foreign vessols were engaged for Cork and
orders at 153¢d. The amount of (reight offering, gene-
rally speaking, was moderate.

The Great Battle of Sharpsburg—The
Death Btruggle of the Rebellion.

Our reports from the great battle field of
Sharpsburg are as yet so brief and indefinite as
only to sharpen our anxiety for something more.
The Baron Cuvier, from a single bone or two of
one of the uncouth monsters of the samrian
epoch, would reeonstruct the entire animal.
Could we, in like manner, from a few facts, build
up a complete chart of shis great battle, we
should promptly do so for the satisfaction of
our readers. We think, however, that scanty
and vague as are the epecifications before us,
they are sufficient to justify the unqualified con-
clusion that Geeneral McClellan has administer-
od the death blow to this hydra-headed rebel-
lion.

First, it is evident that after the battle of
Sunday at the South Mountain, the rebels, in
their hurried retreat, realized the necessity of
putting the Potomac river between their army
and our advancing forces. Becondly, it ap-
pears that, failing in this enterprise, they were
not slow to comprehend their critical situation,
and that they could escape only by the most
desperate and obstinate resistance. In this
exigency the forces of Jackson, estimated at
forty thousand strong, were oalled up some
twelve miles from the Virginia side of the river
at Harper's Ferry; but Lee was checkmated
even Lere,in the thirty thousand additional
troops from Washington which joined McClel-
lan at the same time. Thus the battle was
joined between all the forces of the two armies
that could be hurried up totbe fleld. Tuesday,
the first day of the battle, closed decidedly in
our favor, and with the cloge of the second day
(yesterday) the Impression prevailed at Ha-
gerstown, some twenty miles to the northward,
that “the whole rebel army of Virginia is anni-
hilated.”

While this main battle was progressing at
Sharpsburg it appears that there was an im-
portant fank fight, resulting in another Union
victory, on the southern side of the dividing
obain of mountains, at Centreville, on the
Kittoctan or Catoctin creek, in Maryland, a
short distance above the Point of Rocks. We
presume that the rebel forces in this batile
were those left at Leeshurg by General Lee,
and that they had moved over into Maryland
and were endeavoring to reach him, when they
were intercepted by our troops left behind by
General McClellan for thie purpose, If we are
not mislaken the brave and trusty Bigel was
the commander of this corps. Assuming this
reported battle and victory to be correct, ihe
success of General MeClellan's combinations is
so complete a8 instantly to repair our late in-
cidental drawback of Harper's Ferry,

The rebel leaders appear to bave bheen com-
pletely blinded by their lage delusive victories.
It was only the other day that in the so-called
House of Representatives at Richmond u geries
of resolutions were adopted, declaring that
“Congress haa heard with profound satisfaction

of the Wwinmphaal croasing of the Potomae by

our victorious army; and assured of the suocess
of that masterly movement” this army is ex-
pected to go on “to achieve new triumphs, to
relieve oppressed Maryland, and to advance
our standard in the territory of the enemy.”
Against these insane declarations Mr. Lyons,
of Virginia, vainly argued and protested. Mr.
Miles, of South Carolina, was bold and deflan t.
“Glve Jackson,” said he (and he spoke by au-
thority of a rebel general), one half our pre-
sent army, and although there were six hun
dred thousand men (Union froops) in the field,
he would drive them a1l before him.” Further,
said the infatuated Miles, “the regular armies
an and Pope are unable to make one-
of the number they ought to be,” and, by
s vote of 62 to 15, the rebel House of Repre-
sentatives adopted these opinions of silly South
Carolina.

Oune of our reporta of the Sharpsburg battle
says that the routed forces of Lee were retreat-
ing towards Hagerstown, and that a porps of
ten thousanad of Governor Curtin’s sturfly Penn:
sylvanla militis was moving down to Ilnft
them. If Lee was driven fo the extremity'of
moving northward to seek a passage across the
Potomac, his retreat towards Harper's Ferry
and Shepherdstown must have been cut off.
Even supposing that a large portion of his army
bas effected its passage over the Potomac
higher up at Williamsport, how is it to escape!
It is two hundred miles away from ichmond,
short of supplies, badly cut up, demoralized,
and with a desolated country before it. Thus
we see that in adopting this bold and desperate
war programme of an invasion of Maryland and
the North the rebel government at Richmond
bas precipitated its own destruction.

The results of the battle of Sharpsburg will
enforce the adoption of a different set of reso-
lutions; and it would not be surprising if this
redoubtable Miles were to be the first man to
suggest the expedlency to his fellow legislators
of an exodus of Richmond without loss of
time. The country surely will expect General
Halleck to cu$ short the session of the rebel
Congress at Richmond, while Gen. McClellan
is gathering up the fragments of the late great
Maryland liberating rebel army.

Anticipating during this morning the full
confirmation of our confident hopes, we think
we may venture to congratulate the masses of
our loyal people thatin a well direcied blow
or two Gen. McClellan has substantially pros-
trated this rebellion, silenced, the clamors of
our abolitlon faction, and ‘vindlcated the sound,
eagacious, conservative polioy of bonest Abra-
ham Lincoln’s administration.

Tue Gas anxo Ramwrosp Tax—Wuoresous
IxrLuENoR of Pusric Opivion.—Thers has rarely
been a measure against which such a unanimity
of opposition bas been manifested as against
the attempt of the gas and rallroad companies
to make their customers pay the tax intended
by Congress to be levied off their own profits.
To such an extent has the feeling excited by it
been carried that arrangements are being set
on foot to carry the matter before the Legisla-
ture, with a view to deprive of their charters
all those companies that persist in levying the
tax. We have an idea, however, that it will
not be necessary to resort to so extreme a
step. Since the press came out so decidedly
against this imposition several of the gas com-
panies have backed out of it. The New York
and Manhattan companies, we understand, are
among those who have yielded to the pressure
of public opinion, and now consent to pay the
tax themselves, That thick-skinned monopoly,
the Brooklyn City Gas Company, have also
been shamed out of their purpose. These cor-
porations must mind, however, that in pretend-
ing to pay the tax themselves they do not try
to extort it from their customers in another
form. Public attention has been aroused to
their proceedings, and it wounld take but little
effort to bring a pressure to bear upon the Le-
gislature to effect a transfer of their charters to
the different municipalities. There is no rea-
son why the Corporation should not supply our
citizens with gas as well as with Croton water.
We believe that it could furnish a purer article,
and st half the cost of that sold at present.

In mentioning the companies that have been
compelled to recede from the position they had
assumed on this guestion we must not omit to
do justice to those who, from the first, bave re-
cognized the unfairness of the attempt to levy
this tax on the consumer. The Harlem, N.Y.;
Citizeus, Brooklyn; New Bedford, Muse., and
Philadelphia (city works) have thus bonorably
distinguished themselves,

The railroad companies bad better at once
take the back track on the same issue. They
may kick as much as they please, but they may
depend upon it that they will ultimately have
to do it.

Sreapivess oF Ovn Raw Tioors v THE
FieLp.—Camps of instruction for recraits are
very good things when there is time to perfect
their theoretical edncation. Active service In
the field is, however, a better and quicker
gchool of training, as bas been proved by the
conduct of our new levies in the recent terri-
ble conflicts in Maryland. One regimeut—the
Seventeenth Michigan—we are told, after using
up all its ammunition, retired in the moat or-
derly manner to get a fresh supply, then re-
turned to the fight and nearly annibilated Day-
ton's rebel brigade. And yet this regiment had
not been more than o fortnight under arms, and
had never before been under fire. To the
steadiness and gollantry generally of the new
regiments raised under the last call General
McClellan bears the most cordlal testimony.
He =ays that with but little assistance from our
own artillery they carried very strong positions
defended by artiliery and infantry. Can there
be a greater stimulani to us to complete and
send- forward as rapilly as possible the regi-
ments now in progress of formation than this
gratifying fact ! Let us but place within General
McClellan's reach enough men, raw or other-
trise, to.oarTy out bis plans, and we can reckon
on & prompt and effectnal crushing out of this
unpatural rebellion.

GENERLE MCOLELLAN AND KEARNT.—A dtate-
ment is going the rounds of the papers, alleging
that General Kearny, just before his death,
wrote g letter to M. V. Halstead, Esq., of New
| Jerseg, in whigh he denqupced Genexal MoGlel-

lan. This statement was forged by the radical
abolitionists, under the impression that hecause
General Kearny was dead it could not be con-
tradicted. We have, however, the authority of
Commodere Kearny, United States Navy, a
cousin of General Kearny, for stating that no
such letter was ever written. This is not the
first time that the radicals bave attempted to
give their cowardly lies currency by foisting
them upon honorable men.

THE SIEGE OF HARPER'S FERRY.

The Three Days' Fighting=--Esrvpe of the
Union Cavalry,
&

——

OUR FREDERICKEBURG CORRESPONUENCE.
Fesomnicx, Md. , Sept. 16, 1863,
STATEMENT OF PAROLED PRISONERS,

The following is & statement of M. J. Coble, bugler in
Captain Hunter’s company of the First Maryland battalion
of cavalry, and Peler J. Cavghlin, & private in Caplain
Coples’ company of the same battalion, who wers taken
prisouers ab Harper's Ferry yesierday morning and
paroled:—

NUMBER OF OUR FORCES AT HARFEA'S FERRY.

Thoy state that our forces at Harper's Ferry numbered
from eight 1o tea thousand infantry and cavalry—most of
the Iatter, of whom there were about (hree thousand.
making thelr escape befure the surrender of tho place.

OVERWHELMING REENL FORCE,

They siate that the rebel force which firgt advanced
upon Harper's Ferry was about twepty thousand,under
the command of General Hill. They, bad a large supply
of artillery with them,

THR DRFENCE OF HARPER'S FERRY.

Oolonel D. 8. Miles, Acting Brigadier General, was in
command of our forces at Harper's Ferry,and made a
good fight, notwithstanding the overwhelming numbers of
the enemy. He retained the command until about aight
o'clock yesterdny (Monday) morning, when he was se-
veraly, if not mortally, wounded by a picce of shell, in the
left leg. After this Gen. White, who was presenl and en-
gaged in the contest throughout, took the command. Tt
was understood that Colonel Miles tendored the command
to Gen., White, who, of course, was his superior In rauk,
but he declined to take it, preferring to serve under the
galiaut colonel, who acted nobly and fought bravely
throughout this whole affair.

THE UKION BATTRRIES,

Our batteries occupled both Bolivar and Maryland
Hoights. Upon the latter were thres largo siege guns and
somo (ive or six amaller pieces. Thero were breastworks
and sarthworks upon Maryland Heights; but, as they
were originally intonded to repulse an attack from the
Virginia side of the river they were not in very good
condition to repel an attack (rom the opposito shore.
There were also earthworks and intrenchments at Bolivar
Heights in addilion to those at Harper's Forry proper.
Thus matters stood when the ball oponed,

TUE FIGHT OPENS.

On Friday evening there was some artillory practice
made from tho Maryland Heights and from Camp Hill at
Harper's Ferry; but to this the enemy did not reply, not
being ready aa yot to sccept the challonge Lo battle ten.

dered him,
THE ATTACK ON MARVLAND HEIGHTS.

On Saturdny moruing, however, they were prepared
and commenced an attack on our batleries on the Mary-
land Heights and our forces thore, with artillery and a
stroog forco ol infantry. Fighting conlinued at this
point through tho day ,and thore were a good many killed
and wounded on both sidea. fho robels say that they hoad
but ono brigadas of mfantry engaged there, My informant
could mot recnllect whose brigade il was, On our skle
there were enga;ed the One Hundred and Twenty-sixth
New York, tho Garibaldi Guard, the Thirty-second Ohio
and the First regimont of the Maryland EHome Guard
The Garibaldi Guard are sald Lo have dictinguished them-
aclves by their y on this Other regi.
ments wore there, but weore but slightly if at all engaged .

TUE RENSLA REINFOR(ED,
About four P. M. the rebols wore largely reinforced,
and were then in such overwhelming numbors that we
were obliged to absodon the Maryland Heights and re-
trpat across the river,  This waa done in good ordar; the
guna were spiked aod Lhe wounded taken with them.
The ammunition of both parties s said to have partially
given out before the conclusion of the Oght, and that
stones wero used inslcad of balls for the artillery, The
coionol of the One Hundred and Twenty-sixth New York
was wounded , but whether dangerously or nol my infor-
manta could not toll.
THE RRUFIA ON THR LOUDON EEIGHTS,

During the day tho rebala made thelr appearance upon
the Loudou Heignis, upon the Virginia side of the
river, with their sigoal corps, which attompted to
thelr op from the top of the Block
House. They were shelled from Camp Hill, and &y
the third shell thoy disappoared, and the signal officers
wore nol again soen. The rebals, however, wore nol en-
tirely dislodged, and could be seon at intervals. They
were cogagod iu placing balteries upon these heighls:
which command both Bolivar Heights and Harper'®

Ferry.
CHARLESTON TURNPIRE OCOUPMED.

During the alternoon the rebels made their appearance
{a force on the Charleston turnopike. Thoy were shelled
from Belivar Heights, but did not return the fire.

Saturday night passed in comparative quiot, our forces
Iying ou their arms, and only ao cecasional musket shot
broaking the stillness of the might, aud assuring owr
forces of the presonce of the enemy vear our pickets.

THE FIGHT RENEWED ON BUNDAY.

Al daylight on Sunday morning our troops wer,
aroused, supplicd with their breakfasts, and placed in
their respective peailions, Al an early hour skirmish
ing begau on the Charleslown pike, but withoug
garious resulis on either side.  Our forces maintained a
firm Iront, aod gave way not an inch before the advances
of the rebels, Thoerebels also commenced at about the
same Lime an artillery practice from the same direction,
which was promptly and with spirit responded to from
such of our guns as ocould cover the field in that
direction. As is usual, but little damage was done on
either side, although the rebel sbelis exploded In
rather close proximity to our forees.

Daring all this time Colone! Miles was in command.
General Jullus White was also present, and participated
in the engag 5, but it is und i that be declived
10 assume the command rrom Colonel Miles,

REUEL DATIEWIES ON LOUDON HEIGHTS

At about two o'clock . M. the enemy succeeded in
getting their batteries In position on Loudon Heights, oo
the Virginia side, and opened upon our position. Pal.
terinz were also opened upon our forces from the Mary.
{snd Helghts, but rather weakly, and aiso from Lhe direc-
tion of the Charlestown pike.

A TERRIFIC CANNONADE,

The caunonading from thi= time was terrifle.  Our hat+
teries from Bolivar Helghte, Barper's Ferry and Camp
Hid were in (ull play in response, and the very moun-
taing, rocks and valleys seemed to bealive with the deto-
nations of heavy artiliery. The mountaios seemed to
shake with the deafening roar, and the battle smoke
hung lke a pall over awl nbout the combatauts. Every
gun that we bad was at work sharply and efliclently, as
the list of desd ana wounded of sbe rebels will suliciently
ALLeEt,

= -

ALVANCE OF THR REATIS,

Under this derce cannonade the rebels advanced in
force down the Charlestown pike, and esgayoed tho captare
of our porition by u coup de main.

REMULAE OF THE ENEMY.

The dghting was sharp and severe at (his approach.
Nearly all the aval'able infantry force was engaged inthis
battle. The rebels were (o vory strong force—nol less
than Nfteen \Lousand men—and the engagement was
deaperate and coutinuous uptil about supdown, when (he
enemy, repulsed and beatsn, withdrew from the fNght
and rutired 1o & position out of rapge.

GALLANT FRAT OF THE CARIBALD] GUARD,

Mennwhilef the  Garibaldi Guard, Colomel d'[tassy,
crossed the river 1o the Marylaud Holghte, and, in the face
of awary and powerfol foe, hrought off the artiliery,
with the exeepiion of the three large @#*lg® guns, one of
which bad bursied while in use. The two regininiog
heavy gund were spiked and rolled down the stecp
declivity into the river. Such of onr wounded as sl
remajped there were also brought off, aud placed (o the
bospital et Harper's Ferfy, Thie gallant and eplendid
aperation elieited the commendatiobs of all our oficors
and won, and added new and fresh laurels 1o the reputa’
tion of the brave Garibaldl Guard,

PREPARATIONE FOR THE PINAL CONFLICT,

Alter wun the coulest whna suspemded, and quiet
reigued thr% tha long night, each party busy witt the
preparutions Mr the ranewal of the coming codtest oF
morrow, whigh was rdcogtized oa LkMly to PR
forgesl congeat of the siege,

e
Neither party had effecled any considorsble advantage
during the prolonged fight of Bunday, though the loss on
either side was thought to be vory heavy, and”eath wan
prepared to give and receivesome heavy, telling blows on

the morrow,
ANTIETY 70 HEAR FROM M'CLELLAN,

The weary nighit at last was wasted, and the carly
dusk of morning came, finding both sides np and ready
for the worst. Noi o moment passed during thal long
night that some ear was not listening for the rattle of mus-
koiry, which should tell of the coming of reinforcements
from McClellan. But all in vain, and as each man went
to his post at daylight, |t was with the full censciousness
that he was to rely only on the fithful band that stood
around him for support and protection. Nore could be
reasouably looked for from the direction of Frederick.
Every one was nerved to the task before him, and each
and every one determined to do battle until the last, be.
fore the enemny sbould take the place.

ACTIVITY AND ENERGY OF THE REBSIS.

Tho rebels wore not inactive during the night, Every
hour was profitably spent i erecting oew batterics st
difforent points, bearing upon the devoted town.

THE BAITLE AGAIN RAOES,

At daylight oo Mouday morniog they opened with ter-
rible power from seven or eight different points, In fact,
our works and force were completely surrounded by their
encireling fire.  All our batteries replied excepl our large
feld pisges, the ammunition of which was complately ex-
bausted. Uur fire was excecdingly effoctive, and many
of the rebels*wers killed, while a few of our men wers alsp

THE FIGHT BROOMES GENBEAL.

There was also at the same time a sovers and generaj
infaniry engagoment betweom the Shenandoah river aud
the Charlestown pike, but with no other result than that
wo held thom in check, although they were in vastly su-
perior numbers, under MoLawlor, and belng coustantly
reinforoed.

OOLONEL MILE® WOUNDED.

During this eagagement, Col. D. 8. Miles received a dan
gerous and probably fatal wound in the calf of the left leg”
from the explesion of a shell, which tore the fleshy par]
of the leg entirely off, and causod a profuse and exhaust.
ing losa of bLlood. His log was amputated at the koee by
the surgeon of the Eighth New York cavalry, and the
Colovel placed in sa comfortable position as possible.
The wound is pronounced mortal by the surgeon, and the
Colonel is undoubtedly dead before this.

It seoms quite uncertain whether Colenel Milea re-
tained, or General While assumed, command after this
fatal shell exploded.

THE WHITE FLAO RATSED.

But,at all eventa, & short time only inlervensd—and
while the mainbody of our troops remained unscathed,
and amply able to hold the rebels in chsck—Dbefore the
white flag was raised, and the surrender of the strong po=
gition, with its brave deienders and immeuss stores op
ammunition, tendered the enemy.

UARPER'S FERRY BURRENDERKD TO GENERAL WILL.

The gurrender was mado at ten A, M., and to Genera)
Hill, commanding one of tho divisions of General Jack-
pon's army.

THE RESELS STTLL OONTINUE FIRING,

For an hour after the white lag was raisad the rebel
batteries on Loudon Heights, Maryland Heighta and a
small battery on the banka of the Potomac river con.
tinued playing on our position, the rebel oficers offering
a8 an oxcuse (or this groes violation of the rules of war
that they did vot observo that wo asked a suspension of
hostilities. Fortuoately, bul little damage was dooe by
the rebel practice.

BTONKWALL JACKSON APPEARS ON TIR GOENE.

@Geoneral Rill received the surronder of Lhe place, and
shortly aflerwarda the famous Stopewall Jackson appeared
on tho parade ground, and fixed his headquarters Lbere,

NRE ASKS FOR THE CAVALRY.
His first question, after giancing over the eight thou-
sand infantry drawn up unarmed io live belore him, was,
““Where is all tho cavalry you had?” And on boing ia-
formed that thay had oscaped the previous night, ¢n masse,
be was sileat; but his face, and the countenances of the
rabals about bim, wore a look of disappointment and cha-
grin, ot unlike that of & rat terrier when he springs into
the barn door only to find his expected prey safely out of
his jaws, loaving ooly & suggestive odor behind.
THE RERELA GREATLY DISAPPOINTED.
In truth, the disappoiotment of the rebels
at the absence of the large forco of cavalry
they 8o much desired and expected to find, was terrible.
They were greally cast down, and mavy of them obsery-
od that they would rather have lost all the infantry pri-
ponors than our well mounted snd well armed men. Quly
about ninety-five were found in the hoepitals and their
arms nod horses bad been spirited away.
DEPLORANLE CONDITION OF THE RENEL CAVALRY.

Jacksou's cavalry mon were mounted on horses worn
down with long marches and stinted provender, snd ae
thin na horsos ever got and not die, and of course utterly
useloss for quick and long marehes. lodeed, such a quan”
¢ ity of ltving anatomical specimena never crossed tho Po-
romac before or 6lace. They were little better than no
horsea at all for active service, Boarcely oue could be
spurred toa pace (aster than a walk whea ii eutered
Harper's Ferry.

WHAT JACKSON EXPECTED TO GET.
Not only was Jackeou soxious to obtaln an abundant
supply of well-fed and active horses, but he also ox-
pected to oblain the effective carbine and steel sabre,
with the usunl complement of Colt's revoivers, with
which our cavalry meo are armed, in order that bis own
daring riders might lay aside the single and double bar-
rolled shot gun, the old, rasty carbine, the home-made
broadsword and sabre, and the heavy, old-fashioned
horse pistol, to arm anew with the more improved woa-
pous. But the gallantry and brave dash ef Colonet Davies,
of the Eighth New York cavalry, who was Acting Briga-
dior General of the cavalry, foiled his well Iaid plans.

GALLANT DASH OF THR UNION CAVALRY,

Before Jackson entored Harper's Ferry, the chivalrous
Davies had escaped through lis meshes, crosseq Long-
streot's linos, capturing property, and bud nearly effected
a junctlon with MeClelisn, But thst story of the mest
brilliant action of the war must be told further ou.

PRISONERS CAPTURND AT HARIPR'S FRERY,

The enomy took nearly eight thousand prisoners, made
upof the following regiments —Garibalti Gunard, New
York, Col. d'Utassy , Oue Hundred and Sixteenth Now York
One Hondred nnd Twenty.sixth New York, Thirty-sacond
Otilo, Sixtisth Oblo, Eighty-seventh Oblo, Ninth Vermont,
Firet Marylaod Homo Guard, and ous or two other rogi-
ments of which [ could not obtain any particulars, being
new  regiments; besides an [llinois  battery and
some other artillerists unknown to my ioformauts.
All the cavairy escaped except those in hospiial and
those which could not find bhorses able to endurs a aharp
and perbaps prolonged march. All the cavalry were
paroled, and arrived here (s afternoon. The iafantry
had not been paroled up o the time our informants left

the;Forry,
THR *ORCW OF THE RERELS,

foformation from othor scurces fixes tie strepgth of

Jagkson's rorees at about forty-five thousand.
THE RENNIA ATTACK IN THREE COLUMNA.

The attack on our forces was made iu three columns or
divisglons, under the command of Generals Hil, McLawlor,
and a third, whose oamo did not occur to our faform-
ants. Hill's division attacked the Maryland Faights,
Gen. McLawior moved, win Sandy Hook, to Bolivar
Helghte; and tbe third division, which Gen. Jackaon ac-
companied, approached by tho Clarlsstown pike, each
column unmberiug about fiteen thousand men.

' MEAYY LOSS OF THE NENELS.

Tho enomy’s loas was admitted by rebel oficors o be

abuut Nfteen hundred wen killed and wounded in all,
SMALL UNION LOSS 1N KILLED AND WorNDED.
Our losa was about sixty killed sud oue hundred sod

Aty wounded.
o APLENDID ARTILLERY PRACTION.

» Our artillery Gre on the robel masser was very destrue-
vo.

THE WERN' SUPPLY TRAINE

After the capture of tho place Jackson's traius marched
through It, on thelr way to the valley of the Ehe-
wandoab, They ware hurried rayidly slong, and
sodnied to be woll flled with sapplies of all kiuds
Over ne hundred and Uty wagous, contalning the
one artiele of salt alons, oblained at Froderick, were
b one train, Other wagons contained clothing, shoes
and other sriiclen much needad by the rebala, The en.
tire train was immense, and would streioh for ton or
twelve miles, and il woro filled,  Tho story that Jackson
bad but & small train of wagons with him fu his foray is
thae shown to be incorrect.

PROVIFIONE AND AMMUNITION CAFTT RED,

Tho suemy found but few provigions in the storehouses,
an the supplies wers nearly exbausted whoen the siege ba
gan. The supply of mmmunition found wus, howaever,
quite large, aud was eagerly sppropristed by the
robels, All the saddies wore aul to pleces whon It was
forosben that s surrender was lkely to vecur, and such
(ovolvers and sabres as remalned with the siok cavalry
men were pul naldas,

RACAPE OF THE UNION CAVALRY.

The of the 2,300 mourited men, composed of the

virst m. s battalion of the Marylsod cavalry, a

! ion of o Maryiaad mowated tegiment, 0ue COmPROY:

Kansas Rangers, Eighth ,New York cavalry, First Rho
Island and Twelfth Iliinois » Was one of the mest brill
events of the war. It was 4'08 bofore Colonel Davies,
the Eighth New York, commay, ‘ding the cavalry, bad b
several interviews with Colons | Miles, o which he
treated and implored permission to sally out and cut b
way through the ememy,that § he commanding offic
gave tho desired order to tha't eflest. The
for doparture was fixed at ten  o'clock
day oight; but before tha¢ ) hour arrived
order was countermanded, and (¢ required no ikt
persuasion on the part of Colonel Day, @8 $0 gain & ne
ordor to the same effect. Colunel Miles 8aid it was |
posaible for the eavalry to get through, and that th
would all be taken; but Colousl Davies sy * he would
tempt it it he lost every man in tho em rt. Al eigl
o’closk the cavalry made their appearance b 2fure Colon
Milea' headquarters, and were informed of th @ Dature
the movement, They were all eager for a dy 8h,and
nine they marched silently forth, guided by s man wel
aoquainted with the country,

THE MOVEMENT BFFROTHD ¥ SAFEYY.

They crossed the pooloon bridge into Marylaa d, ar
over mountain paths they marched and reached Bk wp
burg o safety.

LONGSTREBT'S AMMUNIFION TRAIN CAPTURED.

Between that and Hagerstown they came across Loa’
stroet’s ammunytion train, first being fred upon by rell,
picketa, just out of Sharpsburg, dy which they lost threy
kllled and five wounded, sud cutting up some of the
soemy. Ou stumblog on Longstrect’s train, they qu
took  possession of ome hundred wagens sad

| sevenry-five prisoners, which thoy carried safely be
-Greencastls, Posn., passiog withia two miles of Hagers-

town oo the ronte.
TUEY JOIN M'CLELLAN'A ARMY.

Remainiog at Hagorstown but a short time, to feed aag
rest their animals, they retraced their steps and joim
MoClollan yesterday at a late hour, thus ox-~
tricating themselves from a most dangerous position, and,
adding a splendid corps to McClellan’s grand army. Al
bonor to the brave soldlers.

Colonel Davios and most of his command had been im
saddle, scouting, foraging, &e., tweive of the preced-
ing days bofore his last successiul movement, and
men aud horses were well uscd up; but thoy were doter-
mined to sscape let the cost be what it might. Thal thoy
were eminontly suocessful Izt the above account attest.

ARRIVAL OF LONGSIHEET'S DIVIZION AT HARPER'S FERRY.

Longstreot's division arrived at Harper's Ferry on Mon-
day, in & perfect slampede. The men, wagons, artillery
and cavalry were mixed up terribly, and all madly
rushing on to escape McClellan, who had o severely|
whipped them and now threatened to capture them sl

118 FORCE THOROUGHLY DEMORALIEXD.

Hie force was greatly demoralized, sud if it had mof
been for Genera! Hill, who gent over regimouts from Har-
per’s Ferry to the Maryland side to enforce discipline, the
whole force would have marched pell mell across the poa-
toou bridge to escaps the dreaded ¢olumns of Franklin. ]
The force was still greatly disorganized at the latest ac.
counts.

JACKSON QFF DOWN THE BHENANDOAR VALLRY,

A poriion of Longsireet's division bad crossed at the
Ferry tato Virginia, and the ouhers were Lo cross the next
day, Tuceday.

Jacksou's force began to move yesterday down ihe
Bhonandoah valley. Whether all go down Is not known.
SORRIDLE COMDITION OF LONOSTREET'S DIVISION.

Longstreot's division was badly cut up, and he acknow-
ledges & heavy loss in Bunday’s fight. They were all
very hungry, exceedingly ragged,and disgustingly fithy.
It is doubtful whether any of them will desire to visit
« My Marylapd' again.

KILLED AND WOUNDED.

1t is impossible to obtain & list of the kilied and wound-
ed as yel. A licutenaot in the One Huodred and Tweniy-
sixth New York was killed, and the colonsl of the same
regimeat seriously wounded,
THE PAROLED SOLDIERS TO BE BENT |

AGAINST THE INDIANS,
Wasuivavon, Sept. 17, 1808,

Tho parolsd prisosera of Coloucl Miles' Iate command aé
Harper's Ferry are to be sent immealately to the Nerth-
west to suppress the Indian insurrection. This dispoei”
tion of the soldiers indicated caunot affect their parcle,
and it will enable tho government to place eight thousand
well drilled troops in a fleld where their services ar®
much needed.

THE RECAPTURE OF HARPER'S FERRY.

BaLmimonz, Sept. 17, 1863,

Tho American's Frederick lottor says —

At the Lime of Lhe departure of the oars Lhis afternoom
it is very gonerally asserted here that Hurper's Ferry fell
into our possession sgain on Tuesday cvening ai sevem
o'clock, and was cccupled by & portion of Genoral Burm_
gide’s forco before the rear of General Hill's division had
all crossed the river, who, te the exisat of 1,500 by one
Mntm‘mhw.mmm

1 have conversed with some members of the Now York
Twel.ib who were not parcled by the enemy, their haste
being so great that they could not spare Lime Lo altend o
them, who loform me that thero s no doubd that that
pisce is now in our possession. Thoy say that it waa fou
o'clock on Tussday aflerncon before an opportunity was
given them to cross the brilge, and thad they had mog
marched a mile before they met the advance of our
column moviog on. They say the rebels did not undertake
to hold the place, but meroly made s hasty passage
through, not even taking time to secure thelr plunder
mueh of which, for want of tramsporialion, they de,
stroyed.

The rumor of the retaking of the Ferry this evening
says that pearly all the gung and arms were recaplured
und that o sudden was the descent made on them that
they did not succeed In destroying the rafiroad bridge,
the three spaos of which bad just boea completed.

The wholo nnmber of killed during the sioge was foriy-
throe, and wounded about one hundred snd Onty.

IMPORTANT FROM CHARLESTON. °

i i

The Invesiment of the City Confirmede
Fort Sumtor Seriously Damaged.
Ioutox, Sept. 17, 1882,

The reported investment of Charloston by the guaboats
has somo confirmation by a letter received in thus cliy
from on board the United States steamer Bibb, which
says:—'Fort Sumter has already roceived a prelimi-
nary doso of shot and shell, which resulled in sorious
damage."

FRIGHTFUL CATASTROPHY AT PITTSBURG

Explosion at the United States Arsenal=

Seventy-five or Eighty Lives Lost—

Burning of the Ruins—Horrible Scones.
Prerssura, Pa., Sept. 17, 1868

A frightful explosion ocourred at the United Stales
Argenal this afternoen, at two o'clock. It occurred im
the large frame g K s the ‘“Lab ¢ Al

One hupared and seventy-six boys and girie wore em-
ployed In the bullding at tho timeof the disaster, of whom
goveuty-five or eighty were killed.

One explosion followed unother until the entire building
was destroyed, and those who could pot escape uw-.
ware burned up.

The sceue was wosl appaling, the dead bodies lying i@
beaps a8 thay bad fallen. In some places where (o heas
was most iotense, whilened booes could be reon through
(o smoke and flame. In other placos Iarge masses of
blackencd flosh were vigible. Up to the prosent Lme
gixty-three bodies have beon takea from the ruins.

The cause of the explosion is said Lo have been the ng-
ciaeutal falling of & aheM.

News from Albany.

GENEMAL BIWCKLES' EXCMLSIOR BIIGADE—GENFRARL

BUSTEED MAKING ARMANGEMENTE FOR TUE DRAFT,

Atmany, Sapr. 17, 1802,

Genoral Daniel E. Sickles 8 bere, and, afier an inter,
view with Governor Morgan, las puiccerdod in securing

ompt payment of the State bouuty 1 the voluntesrs (or
l!].i-e 1-?::5:;1« Biigade.

The meat strcnuous exertions will bo made by the
Governor and the State War Deparimant to gecire prowph-
Iy the Nilisg up of all the regiments of Genernl Slokloe®
brigade, in conformity with the carnestly exprossed wish
of tho War Department at Wastington.

Geweral ek Busteed |8 nlao hore on hmportant Dusiness
connectod with the draft, whioh will probably be made om
thie 1at of nexs month,

Notice to the New York Enrolling Boards.
Albany, Bept. 17, 1804,

% 1 Enrolling Boards of the several towus of this Stave
are hereby uotified thad arrangemsnis will be made o
pay all proper expensas atiending thie enrolment, us pre-
vided in general orders ™o, 90, frow the War Dopartment,
Due notice will be given when the nooesgary (0rwms and
insLruelions are pr and remdy to be suod. Al no-
gounts of this wature should be reserved until sgeh noties
AppeRrs. THOMAS AILLHOUSE, Adp. General,

Death of Commodors Peralval,
Hoavon, Bapt. 17; 1863,
Commedore Johin Percival,of the United Statds Navy,
died at nis vesidence in Roxbury *4is moruing.




